NEPA Process

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires federal agencies to undertake an assessment of the potential
environmental effects of their proposed actions and possible mitigation measures prior to making decisions. Two major
purposes of the NEPA environmental review process are:

1. Citizen involvement
2. Better informed decisions

The following flowchart shows the key points within the NEPA process. For more information, check out A Citizen’s Guide to
the NEPA at http://ceq.hss.doe.gov/nepa/Citizens_Guide_Dec07.pdf.

Notice of Intent e Federal agencies issue public notice that they are preparing an
and Public environmental impact statement (EIS).

Scoping Period

e Publication of the NOI in the Federal Register initiates a 60-day public
scoping/comment period.

Public Scoping
Meetings and 60-day
Comment Period

e Federal agencies develop alternatives to address the issues and concerns
identified during scoping.

e Federal agencies issue the draft EIS which documents the social and
environmental effects analysis of the proposed action and alternatives, as
Public Meetings and well as potential mitigation measures.

90-day Comment Period . ) ] ) )
e Federal agencies provide a 90-day public review and comment period on

the draft EIS.

o Federal agencies release the final EIS, which includes the agencies’
response to comments on the draft EIS.

e Final EIS identifies the agencies’ preferred alternative.

e Federal agencies provide a minimum 30-day availability period.

30-day Notice of

Availability

Record of

.. e Federal agencies decide whether or not to approve the requested action.
Decision




